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With a new eee e of Mark xi, 13. 
and the Inſufficiency of former Interpre- 
tat ions, humbly offered to the Conſide- 
ration of the Learned. 
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OR DSHIP has all 


eyery one was! iS wall ing to con- 
a tribute 


5 OO —— — 


Tract is a ſufficient Apology 
with it. 


Chriſtianity has been lon 
1 6k Condition, an 1555 


For while the natural Depra- 
vity of Mankind continues, 
Prejudice ſhall reign trium- 
| phant, and every Opiate ad- 


Fr ks 


wiſts to the 8 or Rel. 
gion, at this dangerous Jun- 
Cure. For which Reaſon, the 
Deſign of the following little 


for troubling your Lon DSHI? 


THE glorious: Cauſe of 


withſtanding the many brave 
Attempts that have been made 
to recover it, ſeems daily to loſe 


Ground an tend to Decay. 


e d to the Conſcience, 
in 


* 


order to Lull it into a | tal | 
Security, ſhall be ſwallowed 


with an extraordi nary Pleaſure. 


AND ſure, my Lok b, ne- 
ver Age teem d with Preſerip- 
tions of this ſort, like ours; an 


Age that has ſeen Vice ſerioul⸗ 


fly recommended; Infidelity 
profeſſedly in culcated, and the 


grand Criterion of Revelation 


Judicron ſly expoſed. 


; apart for ſacred Thin gs, batten 
lin Eaſe, and dream on in a dull 
lazy Lockarey” of Indolence, 
when the Enemy advances ſo 


Ifaſt upon us, and your LoR p- 


SHIP'S Example | ſhines” fo. 


[right before us ? 1 
E 


AND mall we who are ſc 


e ee 
—UU— — — — 


IF there is any thing in the 
following Sheets worthy of your 
LoRDpSHiP's Notice, pardon 
the officious Zeal of a young 
Man, who is deſirous to ren- 
der all his Labours ſubſervient 
to Religion, and thinks him- 
ſelf obliged to neglect no Op- 

>ortunity of being uſeful in his 

AND as no Seaſon is im- 
proper for a Clergyman to a 
pear in the Defence of Truth, 
ſo the many truly pious and 
learned Wfitings in the Con- 
troverſy wherein I am engag d, 


have yet left Room for an At- 
tempt of this Nature. 


PERHAPS 
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be of ſome Service to Chriſtia- 


H I 5 little Treatiſe drawn up 
. | ſome time ago, had not probably 
appeared in the World juſt at this 
JFuncture, but fur ſome malicious 
Reflection: that of late have been caſt upon 
me, as a Favourer of Mr YOU: s l. 
delity. e 


IT has been the learned Deſgn of thoſe 
formidable Polemiſts, that have writ againſt 
me, to lay alide, as a ſtale and formal Faſbion, 
rhe Uſe of Reaſon and Argumentation, and 
to attack me with the more modiſh Artil- 
lery of Billingſgate. Thoſe brave * 
for Prieſteraft, diffident of their Cauſe, and 


diſpairing 


Len 1. 
deſdairing to confute what bas hitherto 
"appear's reaſonable to all wiſe: Men, haue 
contrived, by caſting an Odium upon my 
"Sermon, to bring it s. Reader P rejudic'd 
to it, and conſequently 4% render it in- 
Hou, 


10 this E nd I have FRO OA 
e e with the Titles, of Heretic, 
Apoſtate, Infidel, Ignoramus, Blunderer, 
and the lite; Opinions have been framed 
for me; I am made to mean 4 thouſand 
Things beſide what I ſay. If I find fault 
with a haughty enthuſiaſtic Clergyman, I 
am for deſtroying the Church of England; 
I cannot allow Epiſcopacy to be eſſen- 
tial to Chriſtianity, I ſtrike at the Foun- 
dation of all Reveal'd Religon; If I ſay 
that the Church is not independant of the 
State, I am purpoſely recommending Vice 
and Immoratity. | 


THE SE are the common Topics of 
Anſwering my Sermon, which as they 
have been juſtly cenſur d by all the dif- 
cerning part of Mankind I ſball therefore 
paſs over unregarded. | 


I ONCE. 


** 1. 


3 ON CE "indeed chought. to 1 . 
ven the Publick a full Defence of myſelf. 
But as nothing (after mature. Delibera- 


tion) bas yet been ſaid agginſt- me bur 
what is a ſufficient Confutation of. it ſelſ. 


J have rather choſen to leave thoſe In. 
ſects of a Day to their ownperiſbable Na- 


ture, aſſuring the World that when I ſee 


any Thin worth the Trouble of anſwer- 
ing I ſball readily do it. Till then let the 
following Diſcourſe, at leaſt. beſpeak me @ 
Chriſtian, and let Charity perſuade every 
one to believe me (what. T1 ſolemnly . | 


10 be) . a I hav bave ee. 
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$aviour's Mrnacus 


Of Curing the Fig-Tree, Ke 


1 
* Ke 


Cs, EFORE I proceed to an- 
oer Mr Moolſton 's Objecti- 
ons againſt this Miracle, it 

nay be neceſſary to ſet 
down the Subſtance of what 


og. upon. it, Which as follows. 


Tl THE Miracle, fays he, of Jeſus's 
<« curſing, the Fg-Tres for not bearing Fruit 
* out; of Seaſon, upon the bare Mention of 
<< it, appeats to be ſuch. an abſurd, fooliſh. 
% nd tr oy if nat malicjqus and ill- 
ur'd, Act; that I queſtion whether 

B «« for 


- 


EY fy 2 + 


4 « thr: Fally ond. Ablurdity, it can 9 „„ 


ce. Woe ot N N of * Life oh 


* * yu 
£*.F Dy Wa 
8 . 2 4 


ce 7800 was e it eg . 
« being diſappointed of Figs to the Satis- 


« faction of his Appetite, curſed the Fig 


« Tree. Why ſo peeviſh and impatient ? 
* Our Divines make Jeſus the moſt pa- 
<« tient, reſign'd, and eaſy under Sufferings, 
„Troubles, and Diſappointments, of any 
« Man. If he really was ſo, he could 
ec hardly have been out of Humour ſo 
« much, for want of a few Figs to the 
e Allay of his Hunger. But to curfe the 
« Fig-Tree upon it, was as fooliſhly and 
« paſſionately done, as for another Man 
<« to throw the Chairs and Stools about 
ce the Houſe, becauſe his Dinner is not 
e ready at a critical Time, or before it 
« cou'd be got ready for him. 


* 


« BUT Jeſus was hungry, Wü will 
« ſay, and the Diſappointment provoked 
« him. What if he was hungry? He 
« ſhou'd, as he knew the Return of his 
«« Appetite, have made a better and more 
«© certain Proviſion for it, and never have 
om truſted to che uncertain * ruits of a Fig- 

| * © Tree, 


cc 
* 


(2 Tree, which he lp 4 at a a Diſtance, for 


FEY} 4 N 


| rc gi if _ was Pr of a 
« long' d for Meal of Figs, what need he have 
ve ſd reveng'd the Diſappointment on the 
«< ſenſeleſs and fruitleſs Tree? Was it be⸗ 
6 2 was forced to faſt longer t than was 
uſual and expedient? Not ſo, 1 hope, 
cc. worthy Couꝰd not Angels, if he was in 
4e à deſert" Place, have adminiſter d unto 
cc him? Or could not he miraculouſly have 
<« created Bread for himſelf and his Com- 
. pany? What Occaſion then for his being 
4 out of Humour for Want of Food? 


« 'B U T'what is yet worſe, The Time of 
< Figs was not yet, when Jeſus look'd and 
<« longꝰ'd for them. He could not but know 
< this before he came to the Tree; and if 
* he had any Conſideration, he would not 
<« have expected Figs on it, much leſs have 
<< ſo reſented the Want of them. What, 
* if a Noman of Kent ſhould go to look 
« for Pippins in his Orchard at Eafter, and 
<« becauſe of a Diſappointment, cut down INN 
« all his Trees? What then would his Wo | 
«© Neighbours make of him? Nothing leſs 4k 
6 < thas a Laughing-Stock ; and if che Sto- 1 

B 2 ry if 


— ——̃ 
- 


” be the Jeſt and Ridicule Mannen. 


141 


6 ry got into our publick News, he-would 


4 A8 AIN. vou d day know 


2 whoſe Fig-Tree this was, or whether 


e Fal had any Right to the Fruit, 
T if haply he had found any on it 3 or any 
Leave or Authority to ſmite — 2 

6 Curſe for it's Unfruitfulneſs? As to the 
« Tree's being Jeſus Property that could 
cc not be ; for he was ſo far for being 
te either Landlord or Tenant, that 'tis ſaid, 
et he, bad not where to lay his Herd. How 
<« then had he any Right to the Figs, if 
ee he had met with any? And if he had 
t no Right to the Fruit, much leſs to 
£ ſmite the Tree with: a Curſe: Where 
te was. his Honour, his Juſtice, his Gnod- 
80 neſs, and his Honeſty, i in this Ant 700 


No ce HAD Jeſuu, inſtead of Sr Tory the 


0 Fig Tree, made a dry, dead, and wi- 
e ther'd one, immediately to bud, flou- 


61 riſh, and revive, and in an Inſtant to 
0 bring forth ripe Fruits out of Seaſon ; 
e ſuch an Inſtance of his Power had been 


an indiſputable Miracle: Such an In- 


te ſtance of his divine Power had carry'd 
6 Goodneſs along with it, and none of the 
; * foreſaid 


„. foreſaid Ex end haye been 
made to t: Such an Inuſtance of his Al. 
mighty Power, had been a Demonſtration 
5 of lis being Lord of the Creation, and 
c Author of the Fruits of the Earth for the 
4 Uſe of Man, an their Seaſon, or he 
5 .cou'd not have produced them out of 
e Seaſon, ; Such an Inſtanee of his Power 
60 would have been like bis Miracles of 
«6 healing Diſeaſes, of making the languid 
6e ſound, and che feeble. ſtrung; ind we 
«© might more certainly have inferr'd from 
© one with the other, that both were the 
6% Operations of Rt; good God. But this 
£ Inſtance. of his cutſing the Fig · Tree in 
<« this Faſhion ſpoils the Credit, and ſul- 
„ lies the Glory of his other Miracles. 
$ The Spirit of Cbriſt, who is all Love 
te and Mercy, ſhou'd, one wou'd think, 
te breathe forth nothing but Goodneſs and 
6 Kindneſsto Mankind ; but that Tuch a pe- 
5 ſtilential Blaſt, like a peſtiferous . North» 
be eaſt Wind in ſame Seaſons, ſhou'd pro- 
$ ceed from his Mouth, to the Deſtru- 
#© fction of another Man's harmleſs and 
4 inoffenſive Tree, is what none pay 
1 3 can account = | 


« BUT 


161 
« whether this Work was miraculous, and 
6 whether there was not more of the Craft 
«©. of Man, than the Power of God in it: 
<< What if Jeſus took a ſecret: Opportunity 
ac beforehand to lay his Carpenter's Ax to 


<< the. Root of the Tree, and ſo imper- 


<<. ceptibly circumciſed wh as to wake It 
«c witber . 13 

: THIS is hs! Subſizite: of . Mr 
Woolfton: offers in his Diſcourſe upon this 


Miracle of our Saviour. Where we may 
obſerve, his Method of arguing is from 


the Abſurdities 2 he ey occur 
in the Een.” 


＋ H E Abſurdit he 8 1 7 are 
ban | EE 
a » = is eas with the Chi: 
racter of JESUS to ſuppoſe him driven to 


that Extremity of Hunger as to make bim an- 


gry or out of Humour ; and that bis curſing 


the Fig-Tree, becauſe it had not Fruit to ſa- 
tisfie bis „ was a paſſionate and il-natur'd 


Ad. 


WG 


1 


2 THAT *tis inconſiſtent with the Cha- 
. rafter of a wiſe Man to expe? Fruit out of 


| Seaſon, or to reſent the Want of it. The Time 


of Figs was not yet. 


IN. SUPPOSING there bad been Fruit 


en the Tree, yet Jeſus bad no legal Right to 
eat of it ;, nor, if none, to curſe it for it's Un- 


fraifulneſ. 


IV. THAT to deſroy another Man's harm- 
leſs and inoffenſive Tree, is an Ad of ſuch a 
malignant and Diabolical Nature, as to be in- 


conſiſtent with ihe Charatter of a good and 
gracious God. 


TO Mr Woolſton's Inſinuation, that ſuch 
a ſeeming Miracle may be brought about 
by natural Means, I ſhall not vouchſafe 


an Anſwer, till he can bring better Evi- 


dence for ſuch a Fact, than his own incon- 


ſiſtent Suppoſitions. In the mean Time, 


I ſhall ſpeak to his pretended Abſurdities 
in their proper Order, by treating of 
each of them in a diſtin& Section. 


SECT. 


Ai * 


r IS inconſiftent with the Bains 2 
Feſus, to ſuppoſe him driven to that 
Extremity of Hunger, as to make, bim angry or 
out of Humour; and bis. curſing. the. Fig: Tree 
is a paſſionate and ill. natur d AA. 


TO ſuppoſe the holy Feſis paſſionate 
and ill · natur'd at any Diſappointment what- 

ſoever, is indeed inconſiſtent with that 
| Meekneſs, Patience, and. Eaſineſs of 
Temper, which is every where attributed 
to. him. The Lamb of God was ever 
Week. and lowly, He was opprefi'd and be 

as Aafflitied. aud yet he apend nat bis 
Mouth, he was. brought as, a Lamb ta. the 
Slaughter, and, as a. Sheep befare. her Shearers 
is dumb, ſa he open'd not his Mautb *. 
to imagine, with Mr Woolſton, that it 
was not from his own Nature, but his 


hs Iſa. lin. 7. 


Power 


LAN 
Ponet 'of ſupplying hidifelf with Food in 
a ſupernatural Manner, when ever his 
Apperite- requir'd it, that he cou'd not 
be angry or out of Humour at this Diſ- 


appointment, is a a pagaR 1 an un- 
common We 4 


THAT dur an: ati he wok: on 


him the Nature of Man, ſubjected himſelf 
to all. ic Wenkneſſes and Infirmities, Sin 
only ertepted, is not only the Doctrine of 


che Holy Scripture, but an Effential Requi- 


lice of his Mediatorſhip. For we have not 
an Hig 5. Prieſt which cannot be touch d with 


the Fil of vur Inßrmilies; 3 but "was in all 


Points tempted like as we are, yet without - 


Sin. In Conſequence of this Incarnation 
he became. liable to the painful Sollicita- 
tions of Hunger and Thirſt, and all the 
other cunealy Attendants of human Nature. 


of theſe c Mention is made in 
the Goſpel. | 


1 


T Is true, He had it W in his 


Power to ſupply all his Wants, and to 


ward off every Evil, in an extraordinary 
and aden Manner. As he could have 


14 


= eb. 4. 118. 


Wt my ipray'd 


322 
— — — 


- — es 


[ 10 } 


pray'd to bis Father and be won'd habe 


given” bim more than twelve Legions of 


Angels t, to miniſter unto him upon any 


Emergency; ſo he could have turn'd: the 


hard Rocks into Bread, and commanded 
all Nature to aſſiſt with her choiceſt De- 


| licacies at his Table. But theſe miraculous 


Operations were to. be reſerv'd for more 
proper Occaſions, than to allay the ordi- 
nary Returns of Hunger and Thirſt. To 
make Uſe of Omnipotence to avoid any little 
painful Senſation, incident to human Na- 


ture, wou'd have made Miracles too cheap 


to anſwer the great End of his perform 
ing them, and wou'd to purpoſe ha ve 
ſapp'd the Foundation of that Religion, 
they were to give ſo eminent an Atteſta- 
tion to. Miracles are the great Criterion 
of Revelation; but when thoſe extraordi- 
nary Performances become ordinary and 
common, that Veneration, which is due. to 
ſuch omnipotent Acts, leſſens in ſad Pro- 
portion, as their Frequency makes them 
leſs taken Notice of. 


THU $ tho? tis inconſiſtent with che 
Character of the bleſſed eus, to ſuppoſe 


him angry or out of Humour at the Dif- 


appointment he met with, ſo *tis likewiie 
inconſiſtent 
F Matth. Xi. 53. 


b 111 


mung Miracles upon every trifling 


niſtry of Heaven to 8 his 8 


— 1 br * 1 0 ct 


1 


Ur is not 700 * the F Fr Sn 
berate it had not where with to ſatifie his 
min A 1 and ill natur d Act? 


WA I this inde; abit only Reaſon af 
our Saviour's curſing the Fig-Tree, becauſe 
it had not wherewith to ſatisfie his hungry 
Appetite, '' there wou'd have been ſome 


ground for. this Preſumption; this indeed 


wou'd be like à Man's throwing the Chairs 


and Stools about the Houſe, becauſe bis Din- 


ner is not ready at à critical Time, or before 
it cou d be got ready for bim. Our Saviour, 
tis true, | being bungry, and ſeeing a Fig-Tree 
afar off baving Leaves, be came, if baply he 
might find any Thing thereon ; but finding No- 
thing but Leaves be curſed it ſaying, * Let 
uo Fruit grow on thee benceforward for ever, 
and preſently the Fig-Tree witber d away. Burt 
ar * we . r- this Act of nets 


* | . . . 


TS - tion 


t with his Character, to ſappaſa | 
Occaſion, or calling down the auguſt Mi- 


1121 | 
tion to the Diſappointment our /Saviou? 
met with, when- the Evangeliſt 'afferts: no 
fuch Thing? Why ſhou'd we not rather 
ſay, that our Saviour being diſappeinted. of 
his Expectations, as to meeting with Fruit, 
but finding at the ſame Time a proper 
Subject to work a Miracle upon, ahl not 
only a bare Miracle, but ſuch a Miracle as 
ſhou'd exhibir a Typical and Prophetical 
Repreſentation of what ſhou'd hereafter 


come to paſs, he * Dr * 
* to do ie 


— 


| NOTHING could: ſo it 

the pompous and hypocritical Appearance 
of the wicked Fows, as this gay, leafy, but 
fruitleſs Tree. Thoſe that did all their 
. Works to be ſeen of Men, that made broad 
their Phylaferies, and loved Greeting in the 
Markets; thoſe that would ſcrupulouſly pay 
Tythe of Mint, Aniſe, and Cummin, but cou'd 
omit the weightier Matters of the Lam, Fudg- 
ment, Mercy, and Truth; thoſe that made 
clean the outſide of the Cup and Platter, but 
<vithin were full of Extortion and Exceſs; thoſe 
I ſay, could not have been more exactly 
typified, than by this Tree, which made ſo 
ſplendid an Appearance at a Diſtance, 
en green and 1 Leaves pro- 


miſed 


8) 


rhiſad. a Plenty af Fruit to. the 8 
| but man ing basren and unfruitful. 

Sq ; mn W LO 

"AND 25 * Daltenstiog of the 
Jaws vas for their Uafruitflneſd, and Hy- 
Poeriſy, in a ſhore Time to he agcompliſh- 
ed, as gur Sewiour had expreſfly foretold ; 
the appoſite Repfeſentation thereof, by the 
ſudden withering away of the F ig-Tree, 
was inſtantly ſuggeſted to our Saviour, and 
therefore it was not improperly curſed by 
him in order thereto. 


„ «„ 


T HIS was undoubtedly the Reaſon and 
Motive of this Act of Execration, in which, 

if any Thing of Paſſion or ill- nature can 
be imputed: to our Savieur, 11 
| prejudiced: Fs to Judge... 


A TYPE is.a ut in viſible Re- 
preſentation of what ſhall be hereafter ; But 


the Advantages of the foremention'd Type 
In particular are ſo plain and manifeſt, that 
but to mention them wou*d be an Affront 


to the Underſtanding of my Reader. Nor 


is it any Derogation from the Divinity of 
our Saviour, that he was baulk'd in his Ex- 
ations: of F ruit. For tho' he was per- 
felt God, yet was he alſo perfef? Man; of 
diſtinct 


f any un- 


[14] 


difin? Subſtance, tho” Unity of Perſon; and; 


in the common and ordinary Actions of 


Life, was no more aſſiſted by the Divinity, 
than other piohs and good Men. Of this, 


that remarkable Text, Matib. xii." 32. his 


Agonies in the Garden of Gethſemane, 
and the Horrors of his Mind upon the 
Croſ, are a 17 ufficient and PEE Nv . 
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SECT. * 


I 8 — with the Charafter of a 
| wiſe Man to expect Fruit out of  Sea« 


1 to reſent the neceſſary ' Want 15 it. 
The Time of Figs was not Jet... 


THI 8 indeed ſeems to be ſomething 
to Mr Woolfton's Purpoſe, and has been, 
long before his Time, a Stone of Stumbling, 
and a Rock of Offence. For a Man to ex- 
pect Fruit at a Seaſon, when tis impoſ- 
ſible to be had, is certainly an e 
raſn, and vazceſonable . 197 


I N order, 8 to e our 
Saviour from this Imputation, it will be 
neceſſary to ſnew, that he did not expect 
Figs at an improper Seaſon; and likewiſe, 
ſo to interpret the Words of the Evanye- 
1 as to warrant wen an wn 


Now 


16 


NOW it is evident from the Writings 
of the Evangeliſts, that this Action of our 
Saviour happen'd juſt before the Feaſt of 


the Fewiſh Paſſover; which was always 
kept upon the fourteenth Day of the 


Month Miau, about the Larter of our 
March. And that in Juden there were 
Figs at this Time, is no leſs evident. 
_ Pliny ſays expreſsly, that in ibe Eàſt Figs 
are at Maturity. in 'the firſt Month, which 
the Hebrews 'call Nus Ax, and the Romans 
MARch. Ariſtophanes obſerves, that iti 


the Spring (X 0 ygxxvt dm — A4 


when the Cuctoto fngs, tbe Phehiclans * 
eut their Wheat and Barley. And by the 
Law of Moſes dn the ſecond Day of Un- 
uvenod Bead, two Days after the-Paſſover, 
the Fews'were'ts offer up to God the Firft- 
Fruits of their Harveſt. Læv. ili. But Philo 
tells us, that when the Corn wu, reatly, '2þþ 
Trees wage Jew their Fruit. | 


ay * 


= Moriah ard the Land of C a de tte. 
The fame Woman whom St Mar tber calls à M omun of Ga. 


naan, xv. 22. is called by St Mark 2 Hrepbenici an, 1 iv. 26. 
Saul is call'd, by the LXX, the Son 4 coupe, 


Exod. vi. 15. and E. xabaßl fog "Gn. Abi. fo. and för 
Canaan in the Hebrr the LXX Me bn itil; or 
Doi xoy, Joſh. v. 1. Exed. xvi. 35. 
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ab, gives us this Sigi of che Spring be 
that 1 'Fi USL putteth forth 


nn. Mr u. 13. 00 ff u 


Juda is About the middle f anna) what 
muſt they be, in fo fruitful Cliniate, 4 
dout che lauer End of Marth. 0 


* 


k 


nus it cen en beine 
addidg any more Inſtances) that there were 


Figs in Judea at "the" Time our Saviour - 


took'd for them. The only "Difficulty 


St AS agree with what, ow D_ ſaid 
above.” 23 ee = 1 


Ro. ORs EX. i 1 2 | * 
Zn {3 VE VP \ ” 57 10 


* ade to n; the Rapid Elan f= 
winke thele Words of che Evanyelif, 0558 


Jy vate ber, ought to be read, *Ov' 54 | 


the Time of Fi igs. 


Of Hits. t 111 i * 


thought proper to read:the Words, by Way 
of Interrogation. Os: J Ty xe _ 
me * Tims e e 


22 l 
"LS" I 


* 


050 forward in the Holy (e in 


now remaining is do mike the Words of 


zu, Xa4e95 ovxwr, for where he Fab, ir 2 


1 Wo 15 


( 1 1 
AND to make theſe Words the Reaſon 
of our Saviour”s going up to the Fig-Tree, 
in ion of finding Fruit thereon, 
the Abettors of the forementioned Opinions 
are forc'd to include, in a Parenthefis, 
chat Part of the Verſe, and when be came 
10 it he found Nothing but Leaves: So that 
the Verſe will then run thus; And ſeeing a 
Fig-Tree afar off, having Leaves, be came, if 
. haply be might find any Thing thereon, (and 
ben be came to it be found Nothing but 
Leaves) for was it not the Time of Figs? Or 
in the former ſenſe; for where. be we. it 
ua the Time of . Figs. 3 


; BUT as theſe pretend no Authority 
for this ſingular Way of Reading but their 
own  capricjous Fancies ; as they are of ſo 
barbarous a Nature, and ſo inconſiſtent 
with the Purity and. Correctneſs of this 
holy Evangeliſt, no wife Man can affent 0 
ſuch an Alteration, The Words Og xe 
I» eig ovxwy, however to be interpre- 
ted, muſt certainly have Relation to the 
preceeding Words, 'Oudly edge ei pu 
c and not theſe diſtant, ones, N Ales 
ae Ces e ge ri Ev.aumh, For I appeal to 
wy one that ara Language, if 

. any 


$8859 92359 55 564 


3. ggg F 8 


. 


e 
L 9 | 
1 1 


any Thing can be more harſh or ungramma- 
tical than this aer "Way of Reading, 


THE ſame {Imparition- of Barbariſin 
lies upon thoſe who wou'd underſtand. by 
theſe Words, that the Time of gathering of 
Figs wat not yet come, by Reaſon of the 


laſt Words not having relation to the pre- 
ceeding, but remote Action, He came, if 


if bapiy be might find any Thing thereon, 
2 A ate ©, tet was not "I: 


VER heed 8 2 
tion of this Difficulty; to ſuppoſe (what 


is certainly true) that there are different: 


kinds. of Fig- Trees in Juda, which bring 


their Fruit to Maturity at different Times, 
the one much later than the other; that 


the Time when the later Figs are ripe 
(probably about | Auguſt or September) is 


in common Propriety called the Time of 


Figs 3 chat therefore at the Paſſver the 
Time of Figs was not come, tho“ ſome. 
Trees might have Fruit at this Time; 
that our Saviour was in Hopes this was 
one of the early Kind, but when he came 
to it, he found it one of the ordinary 


Sort, which had no Fruit upon it. 
Da HOWEVER 


— — — —— ̃ üwü—— mae 


[20] 


"HOWEVER. ſpecious this, x = 
may ſeem, yet, I conceive, it is neverthe- 
leſs liable to Objection. For *tis abſurd to 
ſuppoſe, ſo circumſtantial a Writer as St 
Mark would have forgot to tell: us, that 
our Saviour had been miſtaken in the Kind 
of the Tree, if that had been the. Caſe, 
Wou'd he have ſaid in general Terms, 
that 4he Time of Figs was not yet come, when 
it was only in the particular ſort of the 
Tree that the Miſtake was. Suppoſe a 
Man, at the Beginning of Autumn, ſeeing 
a Peach-Tree at a Diſtance, ſhould go u Jo 
to it, in hopes of finding Fruit upon it, 
knowing Peaches were at that Time ripe; 
but coming there ſhould find it a Tree that 
brought not it's Fruit to Perfection till 
Michaelmas : Wou'd an Hiſtorian relating 
this Fact ſay, He found no Fruit, Jor Adiabael 
mas was not yet come? Wou' d he not rather 
ſay, He was miſtaken in the; Tree, for it was 
one bat bore Michaelmas Fruit, Why ſhou'd 
we then make our ſacred Hiſtorian guilty 

of an Abſurdity we ſhou'd laugh at in a 
profane one? Beſide, I believe, it will 
admit of ſome Doubt, whether all the 
Time, from the Beginning of the early, 


i aj 
to the End of the later Fruit, may not 


Properly be called the Time of Figs, I n 
ions tis no Janes MAE Nation. * 


— Arg * 


oy SHALL, ber juſt mention the 8 


Interpretation 4. e faund Nothing but 
Leaves, fur it wos nat a. ſeaſon.of Figs, i. e. 
the Year did not abound with Figs, or it 
was, (as we ſay). a ſcarce Year for Figs. 
1 fay, 1 ſhall, but juſt mention this; be- 
qu, 1/t, It's being a ſcarce... Year, for 
igs can be no direct Reaſon, why. our. 
Saviour ſhou'd find none upon the Tree ; 


and 2dly. If it had been a Year in which 


there were, no 9 1 M ad an. 


have, ben it beff T TO 


1 2 £ 7 I . * 
=Y . 


TRHUS are there «ip Abfurdities, 


in all thoſe pretended Solutigns L have hi- 
| cho mention'd. I ſhall therefore, with- 

out any. Apology, offer —— I think a 
proper Solution of chis Difficulty, and 
what I preſume muſt be. acknowledged the 
Meaning of the Eva ngeliſt, ſince tis not 


only free from. the forementioned Abi urdi- i- 
ties, but has a more immediate Relation 
to the Deſign of our Saviour, than any | 


| other. W can poſſibly have 


4 


if I BEG 


[TIN 


1 BE 6 Dee eh to > mabdäts the 
Words in this Manner. And ſecing a Hg 
Tree afar off, having Leaves, be came, if 

 baply be might find any Thing thereon ; and 
when be came to it, be found" nothing but 
Leaves, for the Time of it's bearing Figs was 
not yet come. i. e. Tho it had been plan- 
ted a ſufficient Time, and made a fair 
| ſhew at a Diſtance, yet was it ne verthe- 
leſs a barren and unfruitful Tree, ain | 
never vet bore Fruit. W 


7 F 


1 own that the Weid ales is more 
generally taken for a revolying Seaſon, for 
a Space of Time that after lach and ſuch * 
ſtated Revolutions returns again, But, 10 is 
likewiſe often uſed in a determinate 
and ſignifies one particular faced Part * 
. Time, which never was before, nor ſhall e- 
| ver teturn. This is evident from St Luke 
xXx. 10. val i x & -N WES rag * 
wes dv) Awv. And at the Seaſon be ſent 
ſe IE to the Huſbandmen, Neither the 
Senſe of the Text, nor the Meaning of che 
Farable will allow us to take 


3 


. 


Fruit, 


(23) 


F ruit, but only for that determinate Time 
when the. Vineyard ſhou'd firſt. begin ro 
bring forth Fruit. The Author to the 
Romans uſes. the Word i in the ſame Senſe, 


chap. v. ver, G, x97 xaegr. Imp der 


mans. In due tim Chriſt died for the un. 


godly. Kaese nf eO js an Ex- 


preſſion of Demaſt henes, Ee r of 
Ariſtotle." I might ſhew innumerable In- 
ſtances to the ſame Aue but: Aa Ay 
lone are daldie. rg 


A HA T this is * true 1 


| appears from Luke xiii. 6. which Expoſitors 
agree to be an Allufion to this Action 


of our Saviour. Behold theſe three Years I | 


come ſeeking Fruit on this Tree, and find none 


(i. e. theſe three Years, according to the 


common Courſe of Nature, this Tree ſhou'd 
have bore Fruit, but theſe three Years has 
it deceiv'd my Expectation) cut ii down 


ider the Event of which this Act is de 


2 W „ 2 Chon th he 3 

#4 

A 2 
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996 cumbreth it the Ground, "Us Hed, a Ee eek 

PLZ 3 p | 

AND if this arne he thus aus web 

þ tained how much more, when we con- — fe 

ſign d a Type. The Jews, who had been fg. —— 

; 4 e . e 
eie th at LIES execs, E444 a. R4F 


WEI) + Here ey 99 D het Gail 
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ever, above all other Pebple, the peculiar 
Favourites of Heaven, were' de ſign'd 
God, for their Unfruitfameſs, to be cut fr 
from off the Earth. And as the withering 
away of this Fig- Tree was to be a T 
their Deſtruction, fo che Tree in its flou- 
riſhing Condition was à Type ef their 
Lives. It's pompous and gay Appear- 
ance prefigur'd thoſe whited Sephlchres, thut 
indeed appeared beautiful” without > But as 
they were within full f © Rottenheſs and 
all Uncleanneſs, and for all the Care that 
had been taken of chem, had yet brought 


forth no Fruit, and for that Reaſon were 


to be deſtroyed; ſo 'tis neceſſary that this 


Tree ſhou'd in this particular, viz. the 


Reaſon of it's being cufſed; anſwer to the 
Antitype, i. e. ſhou'd have yet brought 
forth no Fruit, notwichſtanding the long 
Time ſince it might have been expected. 
This Tree, that had been planted in a 
fruitful Soil, and had had ſufficient Care 


taken of it, if poſſible, to make it proli- 


fic, and had ſhew'd all the outward ſigns 
of a ſtrong and goodly Tree, but yet 


| had long deceiv'd the Huſbandman's Care, 


and n forth no Fruit, and cofiſe- 


quently 


ype of 


ee AO © & &ftNH - 
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quently in a ſhort" Time to be deſtroy'd; 
wan the only Type of a beloved and fa- 
ple, of a People that ſhew'd 


all outward: Signs of -Goodneſs, but in- 

wardly cou'd not be induced to bring 

forth Fruit, arid ſo were earn ern 
in their "WIE" De * 


1 TI 256) 63 F "A * : 1 . 
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VUPPOSING there bad been Fruit on 
7 


eat of it, vor, if none, to curſe ir for i is Un- 


weile. 


THAT our r Geber in | bis State of Men. 10 


tion was neither Landlord nor Tenant, but 


poor and neceſſitous enough, is true be- 


ond Contradiction; The Foxes have Holes, 


and the Birds of the Air have Nefts, but the 


Son of Man hath nat' where to lay bis Head 
But notwithſtanding that, our Saviour hid 
a Right to eat . this 2 oh 2 double 


Match. viii. 20. 2 8 
| = Account. 


the Tree, yet Jeſus bad no legal Right to 


— 


* * 
— 1 


2 . 7 ·˙ m-! U eat — — 


wel 


Account. Firſt, by virtue of un Jewiſo 
Law, under which he was born and lived. 
Deut. xxiv. 25. Secondly, by Virtue of his 
x- as he was Lord of the Gren- 
Tho' as Jeſus the Son of Man, he 
was Be and indigent, a Man of Sorrows 
and acquainted with Grief, yet, as God Weſe, 
ſed for ever, he had all Nature at his Com- 
mand, and the Rights and Properties of 
all Mankind in his Hands, to transfer or 
reſume, as he ſaw convenient. If the Earth 
is the Lords, and all that therein is, ſure 
the bleſſed Jeſus might without Offence 
have plucked a few Figs, belong to 
who they wou'd, Mankind are, at beft, 
but Tenants at Will; and ſurely there can 
be no Injuſtice, when the Almighty Land- 
lord reſumes his own for a Moment, and 
takes, for neceſſary Subſiſtence, but a 
ſmall: Pittance of what he has given in 
Abundance and for Nothing, to ungrate- 
ful and uprorhy Occupiers. 


' AND if our. Saviour. had a Right to 
the Fruit of this Tree, had there been a- 
ny, he had ftill more Right to curſe it for 
it's Unfruitfulneſs. Not to mention the 
little Damage of deſtroying an uſeleſs and 
barren Tree; ſurely. the Great God of the 
Jauch VUniverſe 


1 
Univerſe may do what he pleaſes with his 
own; He may, one wou'd think, without 


incurring the Imputation of Injuſtice, take 
away ſo palpable a Means of Deluſion from 
the unwary Traveller, as this Tree might 
have been th many; If the'gredt Author 
of Nature can pull down one, and ſet up 
another, if he can deſtroy Ki ngdoms and 
Nations with terrible Juſtice, fark he may 
deſtroy a ſimple unfruitful Tree, without 
being queſtion'd for it. But if we conſi- 

der our Saviour*s grand Deſign in this 
Action; if this Act of Execration anſwer'd 
ſo important an End, as to prefigure the 
ſudden and final Deſtruction of the Jews, 
and to atteſt the Truth of his Miſſion in 
ſo remarkable a Manner, and by ſo ſtupen- 
dous a Miracle, then was this Tree juſtly ſa - 
crificed to ſuch a publick Good, and our 
Saviour had a ſufficient Reaſon nt curſe 
and ann ul. ad 


. 
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0 PIE e Man's barmleſi and 
inoffenſive” Tree, is an A of ſuch 4 
. Ns and diabolical Nature, as to be in- 
conſiſtent with * Charaer oy a god. 4 
gracious Gad. 


WHEN Mr Moolſton can prove tha 
a barren and fruitleſs Tree, a Tree that 
cumbers the Ground where it ſtands, and | 
ſubjects all Travellers, that paſs. by. to 
Error and Deluſion, is a harmleſs. and inof- 
fenfive Tree, then we may perhaps allow 
his ridiculous Arguments, and ſubſcribe to 
his wild and extravagant Notions. Cut it 
. down why" cumbreth it the Ground, is the 
the authentic Voice both of Reaſon and 
| ROT: "ANI ke | 
| lin cnt PA, etc 
| „ 4 2 1 K. BUT ſuppoling,” what Mr Hull” 
wants, that it was really a harmleſs and 
inoffenſive T ree, ay further, that it was 
| fruitful 


Sau * prolific, ol ante Fards in 
* Abundance yet ought. not the private | 
| Good of one Man to yield to that of a 
8 Community? Ought ſo infignift- 
| cant 2 Thing as a Fig-Tree. to, ſtand in 
: Competition with the Good and Welfare 
of a whole. Nation? There is no general 
Tax, tho? ever ſo good in itſelf, but what ö 1 
1 ſome way detrimental to particular 
Perſons: But, for ſuch a Law who e 
ver call'd the Legiſlature cruel or unjuſt? 
Who ever accuſed them of a malignant 
and diabolical Nature for ſuch a Proce- 
dure? If the general Tenour of this 
Action was of a pious and charitable Na- 
ture, as undoubtedly it was; if to warn 5 
the Jews of their approaching Ruin, by 
ſuch an apt Repreſentation, had an x 
Thing of a good and beneficent Deſign in 
it, as undoubtedly it had; then ſure there 
was no Injury done to the Proprietor, tho* 
his Tree (but yet an uſeleſs one) was ſa- 
5 wise to the general Benefit. Thus, (to 


je Language of Mr Chandler 


9 Tong pretended is be ne i 4 | 


| "God: as 4 f bees ru "Ii boa ; 
every way as worthy - of it's" Author, as 
if inſtead! of curling the Fig - Free, (ac- - 

cording to Mr $ inis Preſerip- | 
| ton) de had made a dry, dead, and . 
5 thered on ; imthediately to bud, fourith, 
and teviveg and in an Inſtart #6-* have 
brought forth ripe Fruits out of Seaſon, 
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